---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: James Northrup <northrup49@gmail.com>

Date: Sun, Dec 26, 2010 at 10:56 AM

Subject: FW: Gastem Marcellus Shale Fracs in New York State Successful - Press Release - Digital Journal

To: Roger MacMillan <rwmacmillan@gmail.com>

Yep.   

Saw this and commented to Nicole, Lou, and Ellen. 

Gastem is a penny stock on the Toronto exchange. 

So they are going to toot their horn over anything - even a 20' test frack - to pump the share price. (That's what I'd do.)

Their game is to buy and prove up their reserves - paid for by issuing more 'pumped up' shares - and sell out to a bigger company

The flip side of this is that what they are doing  is subject to yet-to-be determined regulations 

Both at the state, county and township level. If any of that goes against them they could fold up like a lawn chair. 

This sort of speculation simply underscores the need for responsible regulations - and/or legally sustainable prohibitions. 

The County - Sam Dubben / Terry Bliss - have taken the initiative to address what I'm certain is going to be the most immediate impact of all this - frack truck convoys. 

The Village has likewise taken steps to protect the citizens and property values.  The Trustees and Martin T are on top of this. 

Frack truck convoys would be simply ruin the Village, Fly Creek, Cherry Valley village center, Gilbertsville center, etc. 

Plus scenic roads - River Road, the west and east side of the lake.  

At full tilt, a major gas field will be simply over-run in frack trucks - going and coming. 

We deal with it every time we go to the ranch.  In Alvarado, Texas, a thousand frack trucks a day down Main Street is "normal".  

But it would simply ruin Main Street, Cooperstown. Guaranteed. 

Do the math on the number of trucks that would have to pass through the intersections of those state / county highways 

For say 100 wells in the area served by those roads x 1,000 trucks per well over a period of a summer's work season. 

Delta Engineering is doing the road study - but they should assume a density at least as great as the Barnett Shale "hot spots" - at build out. 

Meaning well spacings down to 40 acres - not just the 640 that the DEC is starting with 

It's axiomatic that well spacings decrease (in acreage) over time in a maturing oil/gas field - as long as the field is productive - ask Lou.(Alstatt)
To illustrate -  there could be as many as 4 wells on the Otesaga golf course.  Net result = a whole lot of fracking trucks. 

Don't believe me ? 

 Come to Texas and we will go for a short drive. . . . we won't even have to leave the DFW Airport grounds. . . really 

Absent some relief from Albany (?!)- the rest is up to the townships - Town of Otsego, Middlefield, Hartwick - to take preventative measures - soon.

So would hold the trustees in the Town of Otsego, Springfield, etc. accountable 

The negative impacts of this industrial activity are well-documented - and increasingly well known. 

Most people "get it":   What is problematic in Texas can be ruinous in much of New York. 

Ommegang gets it. The Presbyterian Church gets it. The Village Trustees get it. 

If someone doesn't "get it", tell them to go to one of Lou or Ron's or Dr Ingraffea's Shale Shows

Not to address those impacts would amount to gross-negligence on the part of elected officials.  

And the appropriate response in some townships will likely be to simply prohibit such industrialization - by local land use regulations. 

Ironically, all of these regulations are in force in more mature oil & gas regimes - i.e.. Texas. 

And none of them are in place in New York - which is far more vulnerable than Texas to such industrialization. 

At the county/ township level this is not a Republican/Democrat thing. 

Not an energy independence vs global warming thing.  

Would not confabulate it or obfuscate it as such. 

It's a take responsibility vs a stick-your-head-in-the-frack thing. 

It's up to your elected officials to fix that.  

If they don't get it, get new officials. 

Happy New Year.  Chip
